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Upcycling

My love for upcycling in the home was originally borne 
out of necessity or, to put it another way, a lack of cash! 
However, I've grown to appreciate the all round benefits 
of re-using old things in terms of the environment and 
the uniqueness they bring to the home. I love old things 
and the stories concealed within every scratch, scrape 
and scuff. This footstool was made out of one of my 
Nan's well travelled suitcases. 

My website gavinblackwell.com will be up and running 
very soon so keep a look out.

Gavin Blackwell

My grandparents were throwing 
out a couple of frames and we 
thought we’d be brave with a 
bag of nails and build a montage 
of old and new frames... makes 
for an interesting wall! I love the 
opportunity upcycling gives me 
to build on an object’s history and 
create something unique. Often, 
you’ll add even more character 
and meaning than production-
line products. 
creativefolkdesign.wordpress.com

Sooze Gaved

Jan Evans
I have been “doing up stuff” for years. There is nothing in my living room that 
hasn’t been either given to us or bought second hand and upcycled. Sometimes, 
for a really lovely old piece of furniture, all that’s required is a light touch 
of sanding or a lot of elbow grease and wax to restore it to its former glory. 
However, what I really love to do is to give something a completely new lease  
of life with paint techniques and decoupage. 

I get enormous pleasure from upcycling and then such a wonderful sense 
of satisfaction when it is finished. You stand back and think: “I did that!” It’s 
wonderful to know that these lovely old bits and pieces are finding their way 
back into people’s hearts and houses when, not so long ago, they were destined 
for the tip. I found this Jentique sideboard in the shed and it now has pride of 
place in my living room. Not so long ago, they would have been considered 
ugly but now people are starting to fall in love again with their curvy lines and 
quality. At the end of the day, nobody I know has anything like it in their house!

I give vintage pieces 
such as chairs, 
lampshades 
and cushions 
a second life. 
Many pieces, 
such as hand-
embroidered 
tray-cloths, 
crochet mats and 
chair backs are not 
used in modern-day life, 
but have had hours of love 
spent on them, and it seems 
a shame for no one to see 
them. Not just that – they are 
usually unashamedly girly and 
pretty, which I love!
etsy.com/shop/Horseandhair

Victoria White

There’s nothing more satisfying than turning 
something tired and old into something beautifully 
new. Upcycling is my way of creating nostalgic 
one-offs with a history – and the more unusual 
the better. This pew is made of Welsh Oak and 
originated from English Martyrs Church in Preston. 
The Church opened in 1867 and the pew may date 
back that far. With a once neglected, now revamped, 
church pew sitting proudly in our hallway, I’ll never 
buy a shoe-rack again. 

Millie Milliken

I create one-of-a-kind bears in my spare time, which 
was one of the reasons why I upcycled this old pram, 
so I could use it as a prop. I think you would call this 
an 'heirloom upcycle' perhaps? This wicker pram was 
made for me when I was little by my grandad and it has 
been stored in my mum and dad’s loft up until a year 
ago. I dragged it down and gave it a new lease of life –  
it looks rather cute in my bedroom, now I’ve reached 
the age of 33.
treaclebears.com

Nicola Portsmouth

Maria & Dom
We live in a converted warehouse, so 
while it’s great to have a large open 
plan space, it’s also dark and we really 
wanted to have the bedroom separated 
off a bit for privacy. Whilst in France 
for a wedding, we found these amazing 
old French farmhouse windows. We 
drove them all the way back with us 
and, using pallets found in the streets 
near our house, we built a divider wall. 
It’s great as the light can still come 
through from the windows at the 
end and the wall even gives us space 
for a couple of little shelves. We love 
re-using old items in our home: our 
towel rail is an old wooden ladder and 
we even have a shelf made from an old 
iron bed frame and floorboards.
dominicchinea.com
tissueclouds.com


